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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND TOWN COMMISSIONERS OF 
BILTMORE FOREST HELD AUGUST 16, 2016. 

 
Be it remembered by those that follow these proceedings that the Governing Board of the 

Town of Biltmore Forest met and conducted the following business: 

 

Roll call by the Clerk: 

 

Mayor George F. Goosmann, III, present 

Commissioner Fran G. Cogburn, present 

Commissioner E. Glenn Kelly, present 

Commissioner Doris P. Loomis, present 

 

Mr. Jonathan Kanipe, the Town Administrator, and Mr. William Clarke, the Town 

Attorney, were also in attendance. 

 

Mayor Goosmann called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Commissioner Cogburn made a motion to approve the July 12, 2016 minutes. 

Commissioner Kelly seconded and the minutes were unanimously approved.  

 

Mayor Goosmann asked Mrs. Diane Zimmerman to present plans for the Community 

Committee architecture and history presentation that will occur on October 2, 2016 in the Town 

Hall social room.  

 

 Mrs. Zimmerman said the committee is collecting information from residents and other 

sources between the years of 1920-1929. In having all of this information, Mrs. Zimmerman asked 

if the committee could get some display cabinets for this presentation on October 2nd. The cabinets 

need refinishing and Mrs. Zimmerman said her husband, Paul offered to do the work on this 

project.  
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Mrs. Zimmerman asked the Town for $500 to purchase and refurbish these cabinets. The 

cabinets would be purchased by the Town from Mr. Jack Thomson. Commissioner Kelly inquired 

as to what type of wood was used for the cabinets. Mrs. Zimmerman said the cabinets are made 

out of poplar wood. Commissioner Kelly thought this was a great idea. Commissioner Loomis 

made a motion for approval of the $500 for refurbishing the cabinets. Commissioner Kelly 

seconded the motion and was unanimously approved.  

 

Assistant Fire Chief, Ryan Cole, representing the Skyland Fire Department gave the 

monthly report. The review from the Department of Insurance was successful. The rating should 

be known very shortly. Overall, it was a routine month for the fire department and we received 

about 25 calls for the month. Mr. Cole also mentioned to service your HVAC unit and make sure 

filters are changed to prevent fires. Mayor Goosmann thanked Skyland Fire Department for all 

they do for the Town.  

 

Mayor Goosmann asked Chief Tinsley for the Police Department report. Chief Tinsley said 

it was a busy month. No major crimes occurred but there were three deaths including one traffic 

fatality. Chief Tinsley mentioned a ten year old boy from a doctor’s office on Hendersonville Road 

ran off into the woods and officers had to go after him. Mayor Goosmann thanked the Police 

Department for all they do for the Town.  

 

Mayor Goosmann asked Mr. Terry Crouch for the Public Works monthly report. The new 

recycling truck will be here at the end of September. The striping and paving will occur around 

the beginning of September. Mr. Kanipe suggested putting in an entrance and exit arrow on the 

ground at the Town Hall complex as there has been an increase in people going the wrong direction 

in and out of the complex. The Board agreed with this idea, and Mr. Crouch said he will work on 

this matter. 

 

Mr. Kanipe gave his monthly report with an update on the Board of Adjustment meeting. 

There was a new home proposal for 19 Ridgefield which was the former Pulliam house. This is 

where the swimming pool is located on the lot. The placement of the house is based around where 

the swimming pool is located. This project was approved.  
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There were several other Conditional Use Permits approved. One was the Reynolds’ 

residence on Cedarcliff Road for a detached garage. There was also a side yard setback variance 

for Mr. and Mrs. Veach on Cedarcliff Road.   

 

The Holls at 1 Stuyvesant Road had a replacement fence around their pool approved. Mr. 

Kanipe noted that they ended up moving the fence a bit closer to the pool as a result of the new 

ordinance that went into effect regarding fence requirements,.  

 

A company called Intrensic gave a presentation to the police department regarding body 

cameras. These cameras offer a lot more resolution and the cameras back up automatically by 

going to the cloud. We will have some more information for you within the next few months. 

Commissioner Kelly asked if we would be able to apply for a grant for these cameras. Mr. Kanipe 

said we may be able to apply for the hardware but we will look into that.  

 

We are also working on getting the survey completed for the Public Works building. The 

cabling project is finished. We have everything moved out of the basement except for the analog 

phone system. It has been moved to Town Hall and some components have been moved upstairs 

at the Police Department.  

 

One thing we have also talked about is having residents pay for their bills via credit card. 

We are working on the vendor who we would be using which is most likely going to be Official 

Payments. This company handles Black Mountain, Weaverville, and some IRS payments. The fees 

would be added on to the person making the payment and not to the Town. We should have this 

going within the next couple of months.  

 

The next topic discussed was VC3 and voiceover internet phone service. Mr. Kanipe 

presented the proposal to make changes to our phone system that would, most importantly, result 

in redundancy of service especially if we encountered an emergency situation like last year. This 

new system would really help the police department for emergency calls as well as public works 
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and the town hall. It would give the Town a lot more functionality and flexibility in case the phones 

were to go down.  

 

 Included in the quote was a one-time charge that was approximately $5,000 for setup work 

related to the service. That is similar to the amount of money spent last year in repairs when the 

phone system went down. 

 

Commissioner Loomis made a motion to approve the one-time fee for VC3 and the 

voiceover internet service agreement. Commissioner Cogburn seconded the motion and it was 

unanimously approved.  

 

Regarding the AMI water meter project, Mr. Kanipe relayed his meeting with the Carolina 

Meter representative. Mr. Kanipe explained how the upload worked as Public Works gets the meter 

readings and the readings are sent to the Town Hall. Commissioner Kelly asked if we would get 

the $9,600 back in sales tax. Mr. Kanipe said he believed this would be the case. Additionally, 

residents can have it set up to where they can see how much water they are using by downloading 

an app for their phone or monitoring it on a computer. 

 

Commissioner Kelly asked if this project was included in the budgeted for FY16-17. Mr. 

Kanipe said yes and reminded the Board that a budget amendment was approved in the May 

meeting that would have provided for the start of this project. This was not able to begin at that 

time, however, so this money rolled into the water fund net assets. Mr. Kanipe indicated that a 

budget amendment might be likely in the next month to finalize the project. Commissioner Kelly 

moved to accept a motion for the automatic water meters for $146,840. Commissioner Cogburn 

seconded the motion and was unanimously approved.  

 

Mr. Kanipe mentioned the proposal from Buckeye Construction for the water line. This 

proposal is for $44,121 which is what we requested and we would like to put an additional $2,000 

because we would like to add two additional fire hydrants. The total we are asking for is $46,121.  
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Commissioner Loomis made a motion to approve the proposal for $46,121 from Buckeye 

Construction which would include the two additional fire hydrants. Commissioner Cogburn 

seconded the motion and was unanimously approved.  

 

The next item discussed is the collecting of funds and the consideration of the Tax 

Settlement for FY 2015-16 year. Board members were given the financial report and on the back 

of the report showed a list of delinquent taxes.  

 

A motion was made to approve the Annual Tax Settlement by Commissioner Cogburn. 

Commissioner Kelly seconded the motion and was unanimously approved.  

 

Mr. Kanipe then presented the 2016 Order of Tax Collection which gives Helen the 

authority to send the tax bills. Tax bills will go out as soon as we receive the tax scroll from 

Buncombe County.  

 

Commissioner Loomis made a motion to approve the 2016 Order of Tax Collection. 

Commissioner Cogburn seconded the motion and was unanimously approved.  

 

Mrs. Joyce Young thanked the Town staff for putting on the 4th of July picnic.  

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Cogburn to go into Closed Session at 5:20 pm, 

seconded by Commissioner Kelly and unanimously approved. 

 

At 5:26pm the session went back to an open meeting. There being no further business, 

Mayor Goosmann adjourned the meeting at 5:27 pm. The next Board of Commissioners meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, September 13th at 4:30 pm.  

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 
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_______________________________   __________________________ 

Jonathan B. Kanipe     George F. Goosmann, III 
Town Administrator     Mayor 


